
ROOT Charles 

 

 Private  Machine Gun Corps (Infantry)  58th Battalion.  

Formerly 2913, Royal Berkshire Regiment. 

Killed in action: 18/09/1918  

Service No: 87273 

"He joined the 4th battalion Royal Berkshire Regt on 7th September 1914 in Chelmsford, service number 87273. 

The papers show that he was a Territorial and actually joined for four years. At time of joining Charles was 19 

years old, five foot five inches tall, and had a chest measurement of 34 1/2 inches and his physical development 

was described as fair, even though he was a farm labourer. Nevertheless he was declared fit. Charles didn’t get 

to the Western Front until 25th April 1917 when he was posted as a member of the Machine Gun Corps. What 

Charles had completed in that period is a bit of a mystery as the records are incomplete and further research 

reveals that the 3/4th Regt was not created in Chelmsford until March 1915, by which time Charles had been 

with the Berkshires for six months. A little over two weeks later and Charles was posted to the 198th Company, 

and joined them in the field two days later on the 6th May. The company was part of the 58th Division and his 

first action would have been the Battle of Bullecourt, closely followed by actions on the Hindenberg Line later 

in the month. Both actions were part of the now quite neglected battle of Arras. At this time Charles seemed to 

be rising up and down the ranks from Private to Corporal and vice versa, the company was absorbed into the 

58th in March 1918, as there is a record of Charles having sprained his ankle and ending up in hospital. It 

happens, but in his records dated 5th May, a report had to be made to see whether this had been self inflicted. 

By this time there were many ways that a soldier might try to get away from the front, all resulting in some form 

of report to show that what had happened was indeed an accident. In August 1918, Charles was home on leave 

to get married, to Hildagarde Heard, from Tollesbury. A month later Charles was dead, he has no known grave 

and is remembered on the Vis-en-Artois memorial. After the war his wife lived in Acton West London, and from 

papers available she didn’t remarry." reference :- 

http://www.stock.org.uk/history/ww1/fryerning/charles_and_fred_root.htm 

 

 

1914-1920 War Medal; 1914-1919 Victory Medal 



 

 Casualty Type: Commonwealth 

War Dead Grave/Memorial 

Reference: Panel 10. Memorial: 

VIS-EN-ARTOIS MEMORIAL 

This Memorial bears the names 

of over 9,000 men who fell in the 

period from 8 August 1918 to the 

date of the Armistice in the 

Advance to Victory in Picardy 

and Artois, between the Somme 

and Loos, and who have no 

known grave. They belonged to 

the forces of Great Britain and 

Ireland and South Africa; the 

Canadian, Australian and New 

Zealand forces being 

commemorated on other 

memorials to the missing. The 

Memorial consists of a screen wall in three parts. The middle part of the screen wall is concave and carries stone 

panels on which names are carved. It is 26 feet high flanked by pylons 70 feet high. The Stone of Remembrance 

stands exactly between the pylons and behind it, in the middle of the screen, is a group in relief representing St 

George and the Dragon. The flanking parts of the screen wall are also curved and carry stone panels carved with 

names. Each of them forms the back of a roofed colonnade; and at the far end of each is a small building. No. of 

Identified Casualties: 9813  
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His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

 

Saint Mary's Tollesbury 


